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Welcome back to Term 2!
I am very pleased to announce that John Lehman will be acting Lead Teacher of
Agricultural Education from May 9th until July 1st. That’s from week 3 until the
end of this term. John is a very experienced Ag teacher who currently leads a
fantastic K-10 Ag Ed program at Yolla District High. John also oversees the
operations at the school farm at Yolla and has taught a year 11/12 VET course in
Ag for Helyer College. And if that is not enough, John was recently elected VicePresident of the National Association of Agricultural Educators!
During this term, John will be leading a number of key projects, in particular; a
recently secured project with ACARA to produce work samples for the
Australian Curriculum, and an exciting DoE project to shape future year 11 and
12 Agricultural Education provisions. John will also continue our Ag Ed Network
priorities of building strong connections with the Australian Curriculum,
gathering and sharing high quality resources and support materials through our
online Fronter room and promoting the wonderful Ag Ed activity happening in
schools around Tasmania.

Short Cuts to items from:

During this period Mick Davy, Hagley Farm School Principal, and I will embark on
an eight week study tour of the USA. This is a Hardie Fellowship funded study
tour and will focus on the following question:
How can exemplary practice in agricultural education in the USA raise standards
of agricultural education practice in Tasmania, realise increased levels of student
engagement and achievement, and provide learners with effective pathways
through their years of schooling into employment and/or further study or
training?
Mick and I will visit a number of schools and universities, meet with key
educators and NAAE personnel, participate in a conference for educators, a
convention for student enterprise, and complete a two week course at Cornell
University. In all we will see agricultural education in action across 7 states of
the USA. This is a wonderful opportunity to further Ag Ed in Tasmania and Mick
and I very much look forward to sharing our findings upon our return.
Andrew Harris

Grade 9 & 10 students from
Cressy District School,
Exeter High School and
Lilydale District School will
be in attendance on Thursday
and Friday to help out.

Wynyard High School
Wilmot Primary
ACARA Work Samples Project
St Marys District School

AGFEST 2016
May 5, 6 & 7
This year the Tas Ag Ed
Network will be hosted by
Tasmanian Country in
The Mercury tent.

Our focus is to promote Ag
Ed in schools and support the
UTAS Student Activity trail.
Please call in and say hello!
The Mercury &
Tasmanian Country
site 539 South Street

Wynyard High School
The Wynyard High School Agriculture and Horticulture class made their
debut this year at the 2016 Wynyard Show conducted by the Wynyard
Agricultural and Pastoral Society. It was a wonderful experience for
students, who were able to observe and monitor the growth of all of our
entries. Entries included: tomatoes, eggs, green beans, potatoes and
other fresh produce. I know that all parties involved in the growing of
this produce felt very proud when the feedback was received after the
show that the students had been awarded first prize for their tomatoes.
Well done 9/10 students!
Wynyard High School were even lucky enough to be given a wonderful
opportunity by Phillip and Karen Harman, who own and manage
Wynview Hampshire Down Stud. Two students volunteered to rise to the
challenge of sheep showing and handling conducted at the Wynyard
Show. Jarrod Boys and Brady Dixon - both of which had no prior
experience working in this field of agriculture - spent hours training and
preparing sheep. The boys gained some valuable knowledge, experience
and had a little fun too. Thanks again to Shaun Harman and his family for
providing our students with this magnificent practical experience. We
look forward to strengthening our partnership and working with you in
the future. We would also like to thank Mrs Moore for transporting all of
our entries to the show.
Brodie Young
Ag Teacher – Wynyard High

Tas Ag Ed Network
Professional Learning Workshop, April 2016
The Tas Ag Ed Network recently offered a dynamic day of professional
learning at Hagley Farm School. Ag educators from around Tasmania enjoyed a
full day of activity designed to support Ag Ed programs offered in schools.
Presenters included:
 Scott Strong and Leigh Fannon from DPIPWE – Spatial Discovery and
LISTmap resources for schools
 Kelly Spence – PIEFA curriculum resource update
 Jess Coad – Livestock Bio-security Network resources.
A generous part of the day was also devoted to our key curriculum project
aimed at improving the harvesting of evidence of student learning in Ag
programs.
Our next statewide PL will be on October 21st. Full details, including the venue,
will be confirmed as soon as possible.

WILMOT PRIMARY SCHOOL - OUR KITCHEN FARM
Over the past year the students have taken on complete
responsibility of setting up and maintaining various programs
around the school.
We now have a small orchard, chooks, a kitchen garden and
compost set-up. We have lots of help from our wonderful parents
and community to learn about agriculture and self-sufficiency.
We have visited the Quoiba sale yards and even watched a horse
dentist at work on a local property. We are looking to expand onto
more of the 25 acres of land we have, so watch this space!
Emma Langton, Principal
Jo Smallbon, Teacher

Tasmanian Ag Ed Network and ACARA
Work Samples Project
A group of enthusiastic teachers with a passion for Ag Ed have recently
been engaged in a key project to produce work samples for the
Australian Curriculum website. The work samples are for the Design
and Technologies curriculum with a specific focus on the Food and
Fibre strand for years Year 9 & 10.
So far the group has met twice at Hagley Farm School to plan and
progress this work. The most recent meeting received valuable input
from Marie Phillips, Curriculum Teacher Leader – Technologies
Years 9-12. The project is due to be completed by July 1.
Thank you to the following teachers and schools for supporting this
important work:
Jill Bennet – Cressy District School
Liz Stanfield – Lilydale District School
Liam Fox – Exeter High School
Andrea Dare – Campania District School
Keeley Lester – Winnaleah District School
Kylie Rattray – Scottsdale High School
Bill Shoobridge – Tasman District School
John Lehman – Yolla District School/Lead Teacher Ag Ed

Thank you to Eric Hutchinson’s’ office for sharing this information

St Mary’s School Farm Update
… from year 9/10 Ag Science Student, Rhys Powell
This school year started very wet indeed! We lost all the fences beside the creek on the
school farm. Luckily the school had insurance for such an event and the Education
Department appointed a crew to fix them.
We sold 25 lambs. All profits go back into the farm. We intend to bring in a Dohne Ram to
service our ewes this year. We also had our Angus steer slaughtered and cut up by Scott
Woods. Profits from this also go back to the school farm.
In addition we will be raffling off some sides of lamb. Tickets will be available from the school
and in convenient locations around the town.
Written by Rhys Powell 9/10 A Ag.Science

Please forward items for our next issue to: andrew.harris@education.tas.gov.au
Remember to visit www.casas.tas.edu.au to become familiar with our emerging Fronter room

